East Fresno-Madera Section FFA

Constitution

Adopted September 2003; Amended/Ratified September 2, 2004

Article 1:

NAME & PURPOSE

  Section A:
The name of this organization shall be known as the East Fresno-Madera Section of the Future Farmers of America. 

  Section B: 
The purpose of the organization is the same as that listed in the National Constitution and specifically to enlist the cooperation of the chapters within the section to promote activities on a sectional level.

Article II:
ORGANIZATION 

  Section A:
The organization is composed of the following chapters:

	· Clovis 

· Fowler

· Duncan 

· Kingsburg

· Madera Liberty

· North Fork/Willow Creek
	· Oakhurst/Yosemite

· Parlier

· Reedley

· Sanger

· Selma

· Sierra


Article III:
MEMBERSHIP

  Section A:
The East Fresno-Madera Section is open for membership to any agriculture student who is a member in good standing of a chapter within the section. 

Article IV:  
SECTIONAL OFFICERS


  Section A: 
The officer team shall consist of the six constitutional offices:  President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Reporter, and Sentinel.

Section B:
The offices of Historian, Parliamentarian, and Chaplain may be filled if deemed appropriate by the nominating committee at the spring election meeting. 

  Section C:
Responsibilities of Sectional Officers:

(a)  Each officer is charged with the responsibility of upholding the ideals and principles of the organization.

(b)  Each sectional officer shall participate in all sectional activities during their term (unless approved in advance by the Sectional Advisor or in cases of extreme emergency).   Officers who miss 2 activities will be automatically removed from office.  All vacancies will be filled by the President. 

(c)  Each officer shall be in official dress at all sectional activities where required. 

(d)  Each officer must meet and maintain minimum levels of eligibility for athletics and activities at their school.  Violation of this rule shall result in an officer’s inability to serve out their term of office. 

(e)  Each officer will strive to observe the guidelines outlined in the FFA Code of Ethics.

  Section D:

Nominating Committee

(a)  Each chapter shall bring one representative that is a high school senior to serve on the nominating committee. (Schools that fail to bring a senior representative will not have a student serve on the nominating committee.)

(b)  The nominating committee will review the written applications of all candidates running for office. 

(c)
This committee will interview all candidates and develop an appropriate ballot. 

  Section E: 
Election Procedure:

(a)  Each chapter may submit up to 3 candidates for office, with the exception of the chapter with the Regional Vice President of the East Fresno-Madera Section.

(b)  There will be a voluntary sliding ballot (candidates may only slide 1 time)

(c)  Sectional Officers shall be elected by a majority vote (50% + 1) of those delegates present at the spring election meeting. 

(d)  Each active chapter shall be entitled to 2 voting delegates.  (Candidates running for sectional office may not serve as their chapter’s delegate.)

(e)  Current sectional officers will be eligible to vote.  (They may serve as a voting delegate for their school.)  In the event of a tie, the President shall cast his/her vote to break the tie. 

(f)  The election of officers shall be by secret ballot.

(g)  All elected officers shall hold the office for one year following the election or until their successors are elected, unless removed from office for violation of the FFA Code of Ethics.  In this case, the President may fill all vacancies until the next regular election.

Article V:  
DUES

  Section A:
Annual dues will be determined by the Sectional Officers, pending approval of the delegates at the fall meeting (normally the Chapter Officer Leadership Conference).

  Section B:
Dues must be paid on or before the date of the Sectional Opening/Closing Contest each year. 

  Section C:
Failure to pay section dues will be just cause for placing a chapter on the non-active list.

Article VI: 
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION

  Section A:  
Chapters are considered active when their section dues have been paid.

  Section B: 
All active chapters are entitled to all voting privileges and the right to participate in all activities conducted by the section.

  Section C:
All chapters deemed non-active lose the right to participate in activities conducted by the section until they have regained their active status. 

Article VII:
MEETINGS 

  Section A:
Meetings shall be called by the President at regular intervals to conduct business. 

 Article VIII:
PROCEDURE

  Section A:
Parliamentary procedure used in all meetings will be in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order.

Article IX:
AMENDMENTS 

  Section A:
Proposed amendments to this constitution shall be submitted in writing to the executive committee for consideration.  After reviewing the proposed amendments, the executive committee will send a copy to each chapter prior to the next regular meeting.  Following the completion of the above acts, the proposed amendments shall be presented to the voting delegation.

  Section B:
Amendments to this constitution may be adopted by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting delegates present at a regular or special meeting. 
