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South Valley 

Sectional FFA Officer Application

  My parents and I authorize the posting of this application on the regional website for the South Valley FFA Section to view prior to the Spring Elections.
___ _x_ 
Yes
_____ 
No

General Information:

Name of Applicant:  Sarah Gonzalez
High School: Bakersfield High School

Chapter:  Bakersfield
Year in School: 10th

Year in Chapter: 2nd

Date you received your Chapter Degree? 11/7/07
Short Answer – Essay Form – (responses limited to remainder of this page)

1. Why do you desire to become a Sectional Officer? 

Coming into the FFA in 2006 some of the leadership virtues I possessed from earlier experiences included confidence, friendliness, joyfulness, truthfulness and loyalty.  Yet it was not until my first State FFA Leadership Conference that I was able to see a broader range of leadership virtues that needed to be obtained during my FFA years.  The state officers completely inspired me by their beliefs and the weight of their message as they addressed our membership.  Leaving that last session I remember thinking how amazing it would be to have such a profound impact on the lives of other members.  It was after this convention that my motivation to not only participate but excel in my leadership events at a more competitive level became a necessity.   With teams such as BIG, Prepared Public Speaking, and Ag Sales to name a few, new leadership skills such as cooperation, reliability, and humility have developed.  By becoming a sectional officer I will use these skills to help motivate others to reach their potential as well as reaching my own.       

2. Explain your SAE Project with respect to what it is, size, and potential growth.

In my freshman year my SAE project began as plant care. This required cleaning, planting, and watering my own plants. During the summer after my freshman year, I acquired two more projects- pumpkins and a market pig.  A group of nine chapter members, including myself, grew pumpkins and Indian Corn at the school farm, which were later marketed at the Bakersfield and Irvine Farmer’s Markets. The market pig project was a crossbred gilt.  My responsibilities included daily cleaning, feeding, and training.  The pig was shown at the 2007 Kern County Fair where she placed second in the crossbred class.  My SAE projects will continue through this next year.
List (Short one line explanation(s) – list no more than 4 per question)

I. What is your community service involvement?  (Ex: FFA, church, etc.)

· Canned food drive and Christmas presents for under privileged families (2006-2007)
· The Great American Clean-Up(2007)
· I volunteered at the homeless shelter during Easter(2006-2007)
II. What FFA leadership activities have you been involved in?  (Ex: office positions, conferences, chairperson, SAEP, delegate, etc.)

· Chapter Secretary (2007-2008)
· Made For Excellence Conference (2008)

· Scholarship Committee Chairperson (2007-2008)

· State Convention (2007)
III. What different FFA contests have you competed in since entering the FFA?         

(Ex: open/close, judging teams, speaking, banking, etc.)

· Parliamentary Procedure (2006-2008)
· Prepared Speech (2008)
· Ag Sales (2008)

· Opening-Closing Ceremonies Contest (2006-2007)

IV. What other chapter activities have you been involved with during your years in the FFA? (Ex: BBQs, bowling, skating, etc.)

· 8th Grade Recruitment (2007)
· Chapter Ice Skating (2007)
· Staff Appreciation Lunch (2006-2007)
· Freshman Orientation BBQ (2007)
V. What other activities have you been involved in other than the FFA? (Ex: sports, ASB, clubs, etc.)

· Junior Air Force ROTC (2006-2008)
· Bakersfield High School Peer Mediation Team (2007-2008)
· Greater Bakersfield Ministries Youth Group (2007-2008)
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